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To THE NMGHT WORSHIPFVL 
M. ohn Hutton Eſquier, Zeorge Gifford wi. 
ſnieth health and increaſe of 

6) 7 lip, 727 *. 27 
T is more then halfe's 

J yeare Thar worſhipfull) 

FJ | fince 1 handeled this Pa- 
@W| rable of the Sower, in a 
V2, 4 Sermon at London Be- 
Ding inſtantly vrged by a 


8 
friend whiche hearde mee; to put it in 
writing, alehough I was very vnwilling, 
for ſundrie conſiderations, yet I made 
ſome promiſe if leaſure ſhould ſerue. Af- 
terward when 'I would very gladly haue 
ben releaſed at her hands whomel pro- 
miſed, I coulde by no meanes obteine it. 
I have therefore at the laſte ſo nigh as I 
could, ſet downe in writing,that whiche 
I then vtteted in ſpeaking, Iknowe that 
T haue omitted ſome thinges in the par- 
ticular applications, afid exhortations 
which Tmade:& alſo J haue added ſome- 
what whiche eyther then came not to 
minde, or elſe time did not ſerue to han- 
dle. J am bolde to preſent and dedicate 
this my poore trauell vnto your wor- 
ſhip, moued thereto with divers reſpects 
28 thinking my ſelfe in ductic bounde, 
4, A, ij. nos 
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The Epiſtle Dellicatirie. 

not onely with this common and gene- 
rall bonde that ye are one whiche long 
time haue profeſſed the glorious Goſpell 
of Ieſus Chriſte : but wit h diuers more 
ſpeciall, whiche are ſo well knowen vnto 
you, that it were needeleſſe for mee to re- 
cite them: only thus much, ſeeing 1 was 
borne & brought vp vnder you, my pa- 
rents receiuing -benefites daily from you, 
I thinke L ought, when as I am not able 
to make any recompence, at leaſt to ſhew 
{ome token of a gratefull minde. But eſ- 
pecially I am, mooued herevnto, with 
conſideration of the greateſt bleſsing 
whiche all my kinred haue enioyed by 
you now ſo long, in prouiding and pro- 
curing their ſpirituall inſtruction. I pray 
you accept of my good will; and account 
of mee as one that prayeth to the Lorde 
for you, that he will multiplie & increaſe 
his good giftes ſtill in you, to the glorie 
of his holy name, the benefite- of his 
Churche ,and your endeleſſe comforte in 
leſus Chriſt, Amen, _—_ 


Yours for euer to command inthe Lord, 
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5 Parable of the Sower. 
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M.,at. 13. 


1 1 N that day Ieſus wente out of the 
. * houſeand ſate by the Sea fide, 
2 And there was gathered vnto him a 
| multitude, ſo that he entred into a ſhip, 
& ſate downe,and the whole multitude 
. ſtood on the ſhoare, 
3 Andthe ſpake many things vnto them 
by Parables, ſaying: Beholde a Sower 
went forth to ſowe, 5 
4 And as he ſowed, ſome ſeedes fell by 
the way ſide: and the foules came and 
eate them vp. 
Other fell vpon ſtonie ground, where 
they had not much earth, and by & by 
they ſprang vp; becauſe they had not 
depth of earth. 

6 And when the Sun roſe they were 
parched,and becauſe they had no roote 

they withered, - _ x 4h 

7 Other fell amonge thornes, and the 
thornes grew vp and choked it. 

8. Other fell into good grounde , and 
brought foorth fruite, one ſeed an hun- 
dreth folde, another ſixty, anothex thir- 
tie, A, iii. —_ >. 
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A Sermon on the 
9 Hee thathath eares to heate , let him 


Bad Lthongh the Jewes „ ak 
(uche time as our Bani⸗ 
our Chꝛiſte came into the 

A woelde, had the wooꝛde of 
God among them:and had 

D alſo the temple and Sina · 

they heard p ſame reade x 


withoat a chepheard: becauſe their tea- 
chers, ß Scribes t Phareſtes, being choa 
ked with couetouſnelſe, & puffed vp with 
vaine gloꝛie, were become ſtark nanght, 
coꝛrupt in manners, and coꝛrupting the 
woꝛd with their fond gloſes: t heir teach⸗ 
ing alſs was ſo cold, with ſo little pow⸗ 
er cuen in » which they taught truely, 'y 
the people had no gr eat liſte to heare tbe. 
But when John Baptiſt the foꝛerunner 
of Chꝛiſt, was raiſed vp to publiſhe the 
beginning of the Goſpell, + fo pꝛepare Þ 
way fo2'y Lo2de: he like aſounding and 
ſh2ill Trumpet, with the power of his 
wo2d ſhooke their hearts, 4 rowſed their 
d2owſines,ſo p flö his time þ kingdoms 
1 * 0 
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ofheauen ſaffred violence. When Chꝛiſt 
Jeſas himſelfe vttered his voice in pꝛea- 
ching, and his diuine power in woꝛking 
wonders, ther appered ſuch a wonderful 
maieſtie in his perfon;, as did amaze the 
hearers:whervpon his fame was noyſed 
far and nere, ſo p thep came running out 
of all quarters of y:land by heapes, foꝛ to 
ſe 4 heare him, they ſenmed to ſoꝛget the - 
ſelues 4 their ſtate, in leauing al woꝛld⸗ 
Ip affaires, as þ huſbandmẽ their plough. 
p Artificers their craftes ſciences, kol⸗ 
lowing him into p wildernes with their 
wines t their childzen laggering at their 
heeles, ſo great was their zeale . So that, 
as befoze almoſte all did periſbe in p mi⸗ 
ſerable ſtate they were in: no it ſeemed 
the greateſt part, oz at leſt an innume⸗ 
rable multitude did with ſache care im⸗ 
bꝛace þ heuenly doctrine, as Þ they ſhuld 
be moſt happyt come fo eternall life: but 
this was other wiſe,fo2 our ſauioꝛ Chꝛiſt 
Geweth here, p of this gret heap 8 rable⸗ 
met of people, p were ſo zealous, and tra⸗ 
uelled ſo far to heare him, ther wer thꝛa 
parts which did not pꝛolit by his doarine 


but cõtinued ſtill damned e fo2lozne tre: 
K. iiii, atures 


A Sermon on the 
tures, onely one parteiof foure, are frye 
ſchollers. And becauſe we be ranke hipo. 
crifs,p2one 4 redle to deceive our ſelues, 
Chꝛiſt Jelus layeth open the matter ſo 
plamly, t in ſo familiar a kinde of teath⸗ 
ing, y vnles we wilfully'blind our ſelves 
we cannot but ſee how the caſe ffandsth 
in every of vs, each man in himſelfe: fo; 
hee taketh a umilitude from a ſobwer of 
roꝛne, which going and caſfing his ſeed a⸗ 
bꝛoad, it lighteth vpon ſundꝛie kindes of 
groũd, ſome kalleth by d waye ſide, where 
the path is trampled t beaten ſmooth, 
hard by mens feet} is made like a paue- 
ment, there it lyeth aboue ß ground al⸗ 
together vncouerrd, the Foules come 
by and by and picke it vp. 7295 
Some falleth into ſtony ground 02 roc- 
kie, oꝛ as S. Luke ſaieth vpon a rocke: 
where there is a uttle thin cruſt of earth 
in p top, and ſome mopſture in which the 
fecd1s a little couered:'4 becauſe d earth 
which doeth couer it is bat ſhallowe, it 
ſpzingeth vp quickly 4 bꝛancheth, and is 
freſh + greene, + being (0 god, ſeemeth to 
be foꝛward co2ne, 2 ſuch as would perlde 
i ny yu vandman a plentifull „ 
lt 


alittle after in this Chapter: n&de not 
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bul becauſe the roote cannot ſpꝛeade it 
ſelfe deepe inough to lucke iupce onf of 
the grounde foꝛ the nouriſhement of the 
blade, when the parchinge heate ok the 


Dunne lighteth vppon it, then it is d2y- 
ed vp, and ſco2ched, and dpeth and neuer 
bꝛingeth foꝛth fruite. Some other doeth 
fall amonge thoꝛnes: there is deapth af 
earth fo2 the ſeede to grote, fo that pt 
ſpꝛingeth vp, and not onely a blade, but 
alſo a ſtalke, and commeth ſo farre as to 
have the eare: but the thoznes growe 
bp with it, duerſhadowe and choanke it, 
in ſomuch that the Cd2ne in the eare, can 
not haue the benefit of yp Sunne to make 
it ripe: therefoꝛe the fruite that it ſee⸗ 
meth to bꝛinge foꝛth commeth to naught. 
Some other ſeerdes fall into god ground, 
and grow vp, and bꝛinge foo2th ſeaſonas 
ble fruite, one karnell an hundzeth, ano- 
ther ſixtie, another thirtie. This is the 
Parable. Nowe fo2 the meaning ok it, 
wee are not to leeke farre, neither to goe 
by coniecures,fo2 Chꝛiſte himſelfe doeth 
expound and interpꝛete euerie parte of it 


but to lay open his Expoſition, 


v, 


The 


A Sermon on the 
The ſ&de is the wooꝛde of God: the lolo 
er of if is the Pꝛeacher and publyſher 
of the ſame: fo2 as the Dower doty fill 
his hand and fo caſteth it abzoade vppon 
the ground, not ſetting it ſeede by ſecede, 
92 chooſing a plate fo2 euerie ſeede, but 
where it lighteth: euen ſo the pzeacher 
doth call foꝛth the woꝛde among the peo. 
ple, and looke howe the ground ts into 
which it falleth, ſo doeth if pꝛolper: fo2 
your hearts are the ground vppon which 
it is taſte: vou that are the hearers and 
amonge whoine the ſeede is ſowen, haue 
euerie one a hearte which is one of theſe 
foure ſoꝛtes of grounde, vppon which the 
feed falleth:andbecauſe the ſed hath ven 
e is ſtilldaiy ſowen among ye, J thinke 
this partell of Scripture is verie fit and 
agreable;cuen as a touchſtone foz enerte 
one to tris himlelle withall, whether he 
haue rightip embꝛaced the Goſpel!, an? 
to his ſaluation : foz what a ſattiſhneile 
were this, when we haue ſo iuſt x plaine 
a rule, not to meaſure our ſelues with 
tf.. But goyng on, on, nothinge conũder 
whethev wee bee not one of thoſe thꝛee 
enill (o;teggf ground, which err 5 
| eede, 
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ſeede, but bꝛing fo2th no fruite, thinking 
wee be well if we pꝛofeſſe the Goſpell oz 
heare it, after anye ſoꝛte. Let vs goe fo» 
war de: thoſe which reteyue the ſeed by 
the waye ſide, are they which heare the 
woꝛde and doe not vnder ſtand it, then 
tommeth the euill one, oꝛ as Saint Lulce 
ſateth, the Diuell, and taketh it awape 
from their hearte. an theſe ficſte kinde of 
hearers, wee haue to obſerue, howe that 
their hearfes being hard and ſmosth lpke 
a path that is frampled and beaten with 
mens feet the woꝛd hath no entrance, but 
lpeth aboue vncouered: fo2 like as when 
a man taſteth an handefall of coꝛne vpon 
a very hard +4 ſmoth path, it is all one as 
if it were caſte vpon a panement: ſo alſo 
thꝛough p cuſfom and deceitfulnes of ſin⸗ 
ning p diuel hath made the harts of theſe 
vnmeet to receiue the heuenly ſeed of the 
woꝛdꝛt lok how ye ſee Crows and other 
foules follow the heeles of the Sower, to 
pick vp and deudure ſuch karnels as doe 
ly vncouered:in like maner do the diuels 
come like greedy foules into the aſſemb- 
lies, where the woꝛd of God is p2eached, 


to tak e it awaye from the heartes of the 


people 


un 1 
- 
. -- 
— , — —— Y 
N ——_— o — * 5 
* Y 4 Pay N 
4 % * o - = K - 9 * 8 
. — =! 2 
— 4 « m —_ = 
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people, that it may not grow there. This 
peraduenture will ſeeme Uraunge to 
ſome, that Satan ſhoulde haue anpe en. 
traunce into the Chur ch amonge Godg 
eople,cſpectally when they be about the 
eſte and moſte holy exerciſes of hearing 
the woꝛde and of pꝛaper. owe ſtraunge 
ſoeuer it may ſœme, and howe manye ſo⸗ 
euer haue beene, oꝛ be of 5 fonde and dol- 
tiſhe opinion, to thinke that the Diuell 
hath nothinge to doe with them, oz come 
meth not neere them, when they bee a- 
bout theſe holye thinges: wee are to by 
leene Chꝛiſt who tellech vs the confrary; 
and we are wiſely to conſider, that when 
we are nighelt that which ſhould do our 
ſoules good, then is this enemie readief 
at hande, and doeth moſte bnſe]y beſtirre 
him, Ifthis weere not vttered by oure 
Sauiour Chailt himlelfe, we might wö⸗ 
der, and foꝛ mine owne parte à woulde 
not ceaſe wondering to ſee manpe hea⸗ 
rers which carrie away almoſt nothing, 
which is to any purpoſe: let à man tell 
a longe ſtoꝛie in a woꝛldly matter, they 
haue wit inough to recite it in oꝛder a⸗ 
gaine, and to kepe it in rememhꝛaunce 
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4 leng time after: but let the Pꝛeacher 
rake neuer ſo plaine, although they ſit 
and lake him in the face; vet if ye en⸗ 
guire oł them lo ſone as they be out at 
the Church doꝛes, ve hal eaſily perceine 
that (as the common ſaying is) it went 

10 at the one eare, and out at the other. 
Thep will ſap peraduenture, after this 
manner, it was a god Sermon, J wold 
we could follow it, he ſaide very well: 
hee is a perſect ready man in the Pul⸗ 
pet. Wut aſke, what dodr ine did he han⸗ 
die?: Zhen are they at a pauſe, and ſet 
at a dead lift. They will make this an⸗ 
were; we are not able to carry aways 
lo much as other tan, neuertheleſſe wee 
hope that we be as god toward God, as 
they that carry away moſte. They will 
alſo confeſſe that the woꝛde of God is 
god, and that we ſhould be ruled by it. 
Let vs therefoze dearely beloued, (if ws: 
deſire not to be of the number of theſe) 
marke well the ſubtil ſleights, and pol⸗ 
licie of the Dinel, how he handleth and 
tonuepeth the matter with this kinde ol 
people; There is no doubt of this, but: 


hay if he can he willdzawe away the 
minde 
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miade from comming to the Deringn, 
one pelting lette oꝛ other muſte come in 
the wape : ik there be no woꝛldly buſi 
nelle to be done: then a paire of cardes 
92 tables oz ſome honeſt recreation, it 
could be nowe no god ctuilifte to parte 
tompanpe when friendes are met toge⸗ 
ther, thisiis the ſureſt waye if it maye 
be obtained: bat what if he faile here⸗ 
in? They come to the place where the 
ſecede ſhalbe ſo wen, ſit down; and minde 
to heare : then the next way is fo come 
with them, and to attende at their elboe, 
ſeeking how to depꝛiue them of the wozd, 
Nowe his beſt way is to bꝛing them a 
Leepe becauſe they were then as god bes 
abſent: o2 into a flumber;thatthey maye 
heare onelp x: ſound and aconfufed hum 
ming, without any perſeuerance ok the 
things vttered: oz els when they' heare 
any perfect ſentente, oꝛ a few ſentences; 
they know not why they be vttered, be⸗ 
cauic they hearo not that which went be? 
foze. Such as are not ſo dꝛouſie headed, 
being wakefull. he feketh ſtill to conuey 
ſome thonghtes into their minds where 
e they max bo occupied, and = 
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ynderſfanding dꝛawen away: the minde 
of a man beeing light and inconſtant, if 
he tan put in but one motion, it olften⸗ 
times d2aweth with it fo manpe linkes 
as make vp a whole c.. ine, in the meane 
time the Pꝛeacher goeth on, and he vn⸗ 
derſtanderh not what was ſaide, and ſo 
when his mind returneth, be can haue no 
ſound knowledge of the thinges vftered; 
but a tconfuled opinion: into theſe by 
thonghtes, men are oftentimes bꝛought, 
even by occaſion of ſome wozde oz ſen- 
fence which they heard vttered, and are 
caried ſo far, Þ they cannot of long time 
recouer their minde ta bꝛing it againe to 
the matter. Seing this great daunger, we 
dught when we come to heare Gods 
woꝛd taught, to make accofit that we goe 
about a very hard woꝛzke. p we goe to en⸗ 
toũter w ſatan hand to hand, who ſceketh 
then moſt buſilp to ſteal away our hart: 
he may make p wo2d fraitles in vs, and 
cauſe vs to ſinne greuouſly againtf God, 
There is no one man which maketh com 
lcitce of hearing the woꝛd rightly, which 
letting theſe things together, the renerece 
we owe vnto it, d ſtedines of our minde, 
Which 


i 


7 a _ as foꝛ the man that wozketh in the fo). 
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which ould be vpon it, and the care to 
kepe it, but will eaſily graunt that it is 
as hard and paintull a traue l to do this, 


reſt bodily labour. Here is therefoꝛe a 
leſſor: foz enery man to applyto himſelt 
when he is going to heare the woꝛde, to 
thinke J am no we going about a great 
wozke, J tall be to wenke tf de Aon 
God do not mightely aſſiſt mee: fo 
A am not to ut dowone there at · baſe, but 
to wꝛaſtle and ſtruggte with the Di⸗ 
uell, x with all the-cozruptions of ming 
owe ſlech, and hardnelſe of my heart: 
that my minde maype be kept ſtedfalt 
vpon the wonde, that z map receine it 
with all reuerence t wwäredas the. worde 
of the great and gloꝛious God : not td 
iudge ol it at mine ownpleaftre, but to 
crane wiſedome from the Lozde: not to 
heare it and to let it go, but to ktep it as 
a moſt pꝛecious Jewell lockꝛd vp in my 
heart, that J map guide mp felfe there ⸗ 
by. And wo thall be a great deale the ra⸗ 
ther moned to this diligente, ik we con ⸗ 
ſider what a companion wo earie about” 
with vs, and what a gueſt we lodgs 

withall 
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withall, when we be ſuch as heare the 


wo2dzand doe not keepe it. Foz Chziſte 
telleth vs that it ts the diuell which ds⸗ 


eth this: whiche as a greedy Fowle des; e 


noureth the ſede which was ſowen in 
dur hearte: if any make none account to 
haue him poſſeſſing their minde, t harde⸗ 
ning t heir hearts againſt the woꝛd: then 
let them continue in their ſloth to heare 
with dzowſte minds, to heare e not to 
vnderſtand:to regarde the holy word, but 
as the woꝛd of a man:to make little ac- 
count to keepe if. But ik he thinke it a 
molt miſerable thing to haue ſo filthy a 
beaſt, and ſo foule a ſpirit to lodge in his 
bꝛeſt:ił he thinke it to bea moſt vile ſla⸗ 
uerp, to be vanquiſhed E ouercome ok ſo 
hoꝛrible an enimp, to be lead captine & 
kept thꝛall vnder ſuch a fy2ant: then let 
him thinke alſo hows miſerable a thing 
it is to be ſuch a kind of ground as doth 
_ receive the ſeede by the way ſide: fo2 vn⸗ 
doubfedly howſoener men ſceme to defy 
the diuell, and curſe him as though he 
ſhould not come nigh them, pet ſeeing it 
is no mo2tall man but the Loꝛde Jeſus 


Chziſte himſeit, who telleth vs here that 
B. the 
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the diuel is not onely nigh, but in theſe 
kinde of hearers,cuen hardening their 
teartes,+ blinding their eyes,we ought 
moſt conſtantly to beleene it. Me that 
thal deeply weigh y eſtate of our church 
at this day, will ſone be bꝛought to cons 
feſſe,that there be many of this firſt loꝛt 
of hearers, they ſhall perceiue it right 
well by this, that they are not able in 
any wiſe to iudge 02 put difference be⸗ 
twene ſound and ſincere p2caching,and 
baine pzatling:they know not when the 
P2eache! doth miniſter vato the whol- 
ſome ſode, c when there is nothing but 
chaffe ? winde: pe ſhal heare them high⸗ 
ly commend ſome Sermon, as a matter 
wo2thy to be w2itten in letters of gold, 
whe as in deed it-deſerueth not ſo much 
as to be noted with a coale. 3 ſpeake not 
of thoſe ſily wꝛetches, which were neuer 
as pet acquainted with pzeaching, fo2 if 
ts no great maruell, though they be not 
able to diſcerne chalke from.cheeſe: oz 
be ing blind foꝛ to iudge of colours, but 
ta ſuch as long time haue ben hearers, 
vet neuer the wiſer,bicauſe they ate not 
able to iudge when ſound and neceſſary 

cons 
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confluſions are dꝛawne out of ö wo2ve: 
but is al one with them, whether þ rea⸗ 
ſon that is made be good o2 bad, ſtrong 
oꝛ weake:xea further pe thal perceive 5 
euen a little ſhe w of a reaſon although 
neuer ſo doltich, being againſt true god⸗ 
lineſſe, doth moze pꝛeuaile with them, 
then a multitude of infallible p2ofs, al- 
though they be neuer ſo ſure: and that 
which is ſo groſe and abſurd that a child 
map laugh at, ſemeth to them a verpe 
ſtrong piller to leane to. There needeth 
no mo2e when a man pzeacheth vnto 
them, but a gloꝛious ſhew of learning, a 
ſweet ringing voice, a maters ſo ſtrange: 
and ſtraungelp hande led, they map be 
bꝛought into a wonderment of that they 
know not, And Datan hath many chaps 
laines fit fo2 this turne, to ſerue » vaine 
bumoz of ſuch people, fo ſet fo2th them 
lelues after a põpous lozt : mo2e ſeeking 
their owne vaine glozp, then the gloꝛie 
of the Goſpell, in the conuecſion of the 
people, The ſecond kinde of ground ars 
they which reteiue the ſad pon p harde 
rock, wher there is ſome entrance, f the 
woꝛd hath a ſhallow rot in them, ko: as 
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it were the top of their heart is ſoff af. 
ter a ſoꝛt, and there it is couered a litle, 
e it groweth vp quickly, and ſpzingeth 
frech, they leeme to be ſtout and extellent 
y2ofeſſours, they bꝛag ot great zeale : a 
man would take them to be-ſincere, &« ſo 
they take themlelues:but when the Sun 
ariſeth, that is, the fir ie trial oꝛ parching 
heat of perſecution, thep ſtumble g falt a⸗ 
wap, and becauſe the wo2d had no deepe 
rote in them, it withereth and bꝛingeth 
foꝛth no fruite: theſe alſo are not pꝛolited 
by the H 02d of grace, but are ſtill calf a- 
wapes and damned creatures : in this 
kinde of ground, oꝛ in theſe hearers, ik 
we note well, we ſhall ſee that which is 
ſtraunge and wonder full: when Chꝛiſt 
ſayth and teſtifieth of them, that they 
recetne the wo2d with toy t theſe be not 
blaſphemers o2 perſecutoꝛs of the woꝛd: 
they be not contemners whiche regarde 
not at all fo heare it: they come not 
vnder a ſhewe oꝛ pꝛetence as to a thing 
which otherwiſe they haue no care noꝛ 
feeling of, oꝛ which they delight not ſo⸗ 
to heare, but how: They receiue it with 
iop, take ſuch pleaſure therin, that re⸗ 
tur? 
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turning they can ſape, ſarely this was a 
very notable peece of weozke,+ wel hans 
deled, J am glad that J heard it, if doeth 
mee euen as much good as my meate, J 
would go a mile to heare the like again. 
Js not this then merueplous and feare⸗ 
full, that a man mape goe thus far , 4 yet 
be à caſt awap, and a fozlozne wzetch: It 
is not a thinge fo bee wondered at, when 
the holy ſcriptures giue ſentence againſt 


thoſe traiteraus villaines, which ſet thẽ⸗ 


ſelues againſt God, and freade down his 
laws:but when God vttereth this ſharpe 
ſentence againſt this zealous kinde of 
men, ik if cauſe vs not to woonder, pet it 
may make vs to tremble, when we lee 5 
a man may pꝛoceede thus far in re ligion 
t pet be damned, When wee vnderſtand 
8 a man map be zealous , t redy to heare 
pꝛeaching, vnderſtandeth, carrieth awap, 
letteth it grow in his hart, hath ſome iop 
in it, and pet neuer the better, abiding 
ſtill vader the curſe, But there be ſome 
which will oviete againſt me + lap, this 
is no good manner of teaching, foz y vie 
ok true teaching, is to builde vp and edi⸗ 
fie p faith:but this ſeemeth to take away 
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the terteintie of faith from all, ſo that ng 
man can tell whether hee ſhal bee ſaued: 
Fe2 by what meanes can a man make 
a better triall and pꝛofe ok his faith then 
his, that he giueth eare ko Gods woꝛde, 
vnderſtsdeth it, carrieth it awap, t iopeth 
in it: af ſuch a ma may bee damned, who 
mape not diſpate? J aunlwere with B. 
Paule. 1. Cor. 10. 12. Pee that thinketh hee 
ſtandeth, let him take heede he do not fall, 
If thendmonition were necellarp to the 
Corinthes,it is neceſſary fo2 vs all. One 
of that pzincipal ends and vſes of pꝛeach⸗ 
ing, is lo giue men warning that they 
do not deceiue thẽſelues with euery kind 
ot faith oꝛ iop in the ä — to Looke 
fo2 good and found triall in them ſelues: 
which is not the waye to bzinge men to 
diſpaire, but to bꝛinge them to true god- 
lineſſe: fo cauſe them to ſhake ol ſecuri⸗ 
tie and loſeneſſe in the ſernice of God:to 
beware leaſt their heartes bee harde ſtil 
Within :it cauleth men to try themſelues 
leaſt they ſhould bee deceyued by a vaine 
ſhadow of a dead and truitleſſe faith: fo? 
Chꝛiſt ſayeth, ᷣ theſe belecue (foꝛ ſo it is 
erp2elſed by D. Luke the 8.13. (i iope in 
the 
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the woꝛd, and yet are damned. Then let 
vs come to the particular applying of 
this potnte: to ſee howe wee are to deale 
with our ſelues, when pe rece iue p wozd 
take hede that ye giue it deapth of earth 
inough, looke that pour heart bee not ſoft 
and pliable inough a little aboue, and a 
hard rocke ok ſtone within, but ſce that it 
bee digged and ſoffetied to the bottome, 
y the wooꝛd may fake rote deepe inough. 
Alas, what a miſerable thing is it, when 
Chzilt hath giuen vs warning hecre lo 
plainlye,fo2 a man fo bee a zeslous Gol- 
peller , not onely willinge to heare, but 
hath an earneſt deſire, and trauaileth fo 
heare, taketh pleaſure t delight when he 
heareth, vet ncuerthelcs,becanſe hee ta- 
keth no heed thereto,his heart within is 
ſo ſtonie, à hee heareth but fo his further 
increſe of damnation. Manie think it go⸗ 
eth wel with them when as they recetue 
this teſtimonie from men:hee is a ſound 
Pꝛoteſtant, he fauoureth e delighteth in 
p truth, thele indeed be great tokens ol p 
feare of god, but pet we are not to reſt in 
them :our chieke dealing is betwene god 
tour heart, that in this thing whether 

B. iii. our 


A cermon on the 


our heart be not harde and rockie, Thoſe 
are a thouſand times happie, which feele 
melting hear tes & ſoff affedions, ſo that 

- Gods woo2d doth pearſe into them, and 
_  cauſeth them to tremble at the maieſtpe 
E power of the ſame ; their tender heart 
doth ſigh and mourne foꝛ their iniqnitie. 
As on þ contrarie part,they which make 
no conſcience of ſinne, but are hardened 
in their affections, although they ſeeme 
fo bee in good caſe , pet are they curſed 
and miſerable. Let euerp man therefo:e 
that goeth from the Sermon, carrye this 
with him: Jheare by Chꝛiſtes owne 
wo2ds,y there is a ſtonie ground where 
the ſeede falleth: where it groweth but 
not derpe inough, it ſpꝛingeth vp but doth 
not bꝛinge foꝛth fruite, this is a wofull 
taſe, if J ſhould be in the number of theſe 
fo2 then all my labour is loſt, whiche J 
beſtowe in frequenting Sermons, pea, it 
were much better p J had neuer hearde: 
A feele that J iope in it, J would not fo2 
any thinge but J had heard it: but Chzilk 
ſaith that the rep2zobate , ſome of them 
doe heare the woꝛd with iop, ſo that if J 
looke not narrowly to mine owne heart, 
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Imap fo2 all this be damned: therefoze 
Imuſte not ſatiſfie my ſelfe with this, 
but ſee that J couer the woozde deepe 
inough, that my heart be ſoffened in ſach 
ſozte, that A feele the roofe goeth deepe, 
pea, ſo deepe, that it can neuer bee roofed 
out; And therefo2e let him continuallie 
trie vnto God and ſaye: O Lo2d make 
ſoſte my harde and ſfonye hearte, let it 
be a melting hearte, that thy holy worde 
mape grobe in it foꝛ euer. J woulde fo 
G O D;, this doctrine of our Sautour 
Chꝛiſt, mighte make euerpe of vs to 
tremble and ſhake (as indede if it were 
well wetghed , it is ſo fearefull, that it 
mighte cauſe the haire of our heades fo 
ſtand vp) foz then would we not ſo loſe⸗ 
lie and ſecurelie walke in the hardnes of 
dur heartes, there would not bee ſo ma⸗ 
nye backſliders in time ot perſecution: 
ther e would not bee ſo manys bꝛaue boa⸗ 
ſters and pꝛaters of Religion , who are 
read ie to pull in their hoꝛnes, and to hide 
their heades, ſo ſoone as there is anye 
ſeare of daunger , oz lyk elyhood of per- 
ſccution:neyther would men beare them 


ſelues in hand, that they be tolly Pꝛofel- 
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ſoꝛs, when they haue buf a little taſted 
of the woꝛde, aud are no mo2e but emp. 
fie barrels, which giue a greate ſounde, 
Here then we be (cf a woozk with great 
tople, to haue this ſame harde ſtonpe 
ground made lofte, and fit to receiue this 
heauenlpe ſeede. And hee which is not 
carefull in this popnt, to fake paines, pee 
ſhall ſee him ware ſo harde, that euen ag 
u continuall raine dropping vppona 
Rocke of ſtone maketh it neuer the ſol⸗ 
ter, ſo nothinge can malte his heart to 
relente. This may teach vs then to ceaſe 
maruelling, when we ſee ſo manp which 
willingly giue themſelues to bee taught, 
and haue till little remozce of ſinne. 
The oꝛde foz his mercie ſake make vs 
wiſe and ſharpe ſighted to iudge of oute 
lelues:not to bee leade on fo: warde in a 
tarnall pꝛofeſſion, but to giue credite to 
dur heauenlpe teacher, who hath heere 
opened his holy mouth to inftrace vs lo 
plainlpe, and befoꝛe hand to warne vs 


of the great daunger: that we may ſtirre 


vp our ſelues, and be quickened in our 
dull ſpirits, with all humble ſubmillion, 
and bowing downe our neckes, fo re⸗ 
celui 


© 
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Leine the doctrine of our Loꝛde, and fo 


open our hearfes in ſuch ſazte that hee 
map digge in them, and thzuſte in his 
| ſpade to the bottome. Fo2 otherwple, 
if tannot noe well with vs. If this were 
pꝛactiſed among vs, wer ſhoulde not haue 
ſo manie oide ruſtie Pꝛoteſlantes: which 
ika man talke with them fron morning 
to night, they are able to centiuue ſpeach 
in reciting ſtoꝛies and places of Scrip⸗ 
ture, and will vtter matter againſt the 
dogrine of the Pope 2 but lette a man 
brace them with the doctrine ok regene - 
ration, and ſtande vpon the necellitp of 
ſincere Nepentaunte, ſhe wing them that 
they muſte bee trulpe humbled vnder the 
burthen of their finnes, that they muſte 
moꝛtiſte and ſubdue their carnall lues: 
this is to hard a cruſt fe2 their old tœth. 
This matter doeth marre all: this doeth 
robbe them ok their glozie: and there⸗ 
foze they canne net willinglic abyde to 
heare of it. Let bs tome nowe fo the 
thirde kinde of grounde, which recetucth 
the ſede among the tho2ns:here is depth 
inough of earth:ſo y as the ſecond ſoꝛte of 


hearers ſeemed to go far beyond the * 
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ſo theſe ſeeme to goe farre beyond them, 
and to come nigher to efernall life, fv 
be&ere the woꝛd doth grow and hath rote 
ſo deepe , that if ſpꝛingeth fooꝛth ſo farre, 
that Chꝛiſt ſaieth, it groweth vp, and the 
thoꝛnes grow vp with it, the ſtalke doth 
ſhoote foo2th the eare, and lacketh but ri⸗ 
ping. Foꝛ this map bee pꝛoued by Daint 
Luke, who ſaieth that they bee not (Te. 
leſphorountes) that ig, ſache as bee 
ripe and timely kruite: foz thele p2ofeſ. 
foꝛs doe manye god woozkes,and le&me 
to bꝛinge foꝛth the fruites of the Goſpel: 
and that in ſuche wiſe that men can not 
alwayes diſcerne them, but thinke their 
deedes to be nofable: but Chyiſte Jeſus 
doth ſhe w that their woꝛkes befo2e God, 
(who onelp cannot bee decepued) areas 
Coꝛne which lacketh riping, which ba⸗ 
ing ouerſhadowed with buſhes , withe- 
reth in the eare and commeth to naught: 
this is a daungerous caſe if wee looke 
not to it: That a man mape heare the 
Golpell pꝛeached, carrie it awap, bee mos 
ued thereby to doe manie good woozkes: 
and pet bee damned. Yee is a thouſande 
kolde madde therefoze , which * ps 
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5 Iloke fo himſelfe in this point: fo trie 
what ſoundneſle there is in the fruits of 
e Ihis faith, and how ſincercly hee doth im⸗ 
» Ibꝛace Gods wo2de, As befoze J ſaide, 
e that ome would obiec and ſay,this will 
h {deſtroy the faith, ſo am J ſure that here 
it will be ſatde much moꝛe: becauſe this 
ſeemeth to take away the ſureſt frtall of 
faith: if a man map not by and by ſape, 
Jhaue god wozkes, therefoze J haue 
the true and liuelp faith: 4 aunſwere, 
that whoſoener hath any god wozke in 
him, the ſame hath the true faith , which 
bath bzought foꝛth that god wozke, be- 
aule it is impoſſible without faith to do 
any god thing, oz to haue any god mo⸗ 
tion 02 intent: but withall J ſaye , that 
it is one thing to ſeeme god befoze men, 
and another thing foz to be good in deed 
tefoze God. In outward appearaunce, 
there is little difference betweene the: 
god deeds of them which feare God fin- 
terelp, and the vntimelp fruite of woꝛld⸗ 
lings: but God whoſe eye doth not loke 
bpon the outward ſhewe, but the inward 
affection,ſeeth which p2occedeth of faith, 
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62 ſome other ſiniſter reſpect, and putteth 
as great difference betwene them, as he 
did between p ſacrifices of Cayne and A. 
bel. Me muſt take h&d then, v the fruiteg 
of aur faith be ripe and timelp, other wile 
they be good but in ſhew, We muſt come 
then to ſ& firit what theſe thoꝛnes arc;in 
H. Matthew thev ate called, che tares of 
this World and the deceitkulnes of riches: 
in S.Luke:the cares of riches, and plea⸗ 
ſures of this lite. And in very deed, theſe 
thoꝛnes do grow together, Foz wereit 
not foꝛ the pleeſures of this life , there 
weuld be no cares of riches : he whiche 
doth ſceke greedilp fo2 wealth, it is ey/ 
ther becauſe he woulde be able to halt 
wherewithall to fill the luſts of y fleſh, 
and fo pamper his body delicately: oꝛ cls 
to ſet fo2th himſelf in pꝛide, and fo clxme 
ambifiouſty to honour, Fo2 fo long as a 
man doeth take pleaſure in any of thele, 
ſs long he is couetous t raketh together 
ſo much, that as the common ſaying is, 
he raketh vp the Dinell and all, What 
mult we do then: Our heartes are as ? 
ground that is ranke, and bꝛingeth ſoꝛth 
many wee>3; we are let q wozke as — 
p 
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ſpeak eth by his P2ophete Jeremy. Chap. 
4.4. Plow vp pour falo w, and ſow not a⸗ 
mong p thoꝛns:we muſt put all diligẽce 
and care Þ our heartes map be rid of ſuch 
noiſome weeds as will choke the wo2d of 
God, and make ß it ſhall not bꝛing foozth 
fruit in vs. So long as we ſuffer any of 
theſe in vs, either to loue daintie and dee 
Ilicate feeding of our fleſh, and to fill our 
ſelues with the luſts therof, oz fo be gale 
latin p eics of men, and hautelp to lift vp 
durſelues in our vaingloꝛious minds, and 
ſoꝛ p maintenante of theſe delights bend 

dur care to the wozld:ſo long (hail we be 
bapzoftfable ſcholcrs in þ ſchoLof Chꝛiſt. 
Alas poꝛe men which wold faine come to 
God, and pet are glued to the wozlv,they 
offer one hand to Chꝛiſt, and y other to 5 
divel:they can talk of þ ſpirit, and yet are 
led by þ fleſh; p goſpel is in their month, 
and couetouſnes lodgeth in their hearts: 

their woꝛks gliſter and are grene befoꝛe 
men and are withered befoze God: they 
ſeme to be faithful and are fuithles, to be 
heires of gloꝛp, and pet are the childꝛen of 
Ncötuſiõ. Ther are great plẽty of theſe hea 
ö ters, ⁊ ſpeciaily in ſuch places, wher ** 


” - * by iz 
» = . __ 
— —— — - EE 4 m2 
- — - N 


A Sermon on the 


is wealth and honours : howe many fall 

away choked with the wozlde? And pet 

we arc not afraid of our ſelues to take 

hcede that we ſtand faſt. A great mercy 

of God it is that we haue not onelp the 

doctrine lapde befoze bs, but alſo feareful 

examples: ſo that we may boy our wit 

with other mens colt. Fo2 when we fee 

the woꝛld with delightes and pleaſures, 

with couctouſneſſe and ambition to car. 

rie away thoſe whiche pꝛokelle the Gol⸗ 

pell, is not our owne matter in hande, 

are not we made of the ſame mettall 

they are, doth not the wozld allault vs as 

it doth them? Pes, and we ſhalbe ouer- 

come alſo, if the Lozde haue not mertie 
vpon vs. The hardneſſe of this wozke, 
ought not to diſcoꝛage 82 make vs ſlack, 
but hearing what Chziſt ſaith, whome 
we onght to beleene,the moze harde, the 
moꝛe we are to ſtirre vp our ſelues, vn 
leſſe we make ſmall reckoning ofthe 
ſaluafton of our ſoules. He 5 ſhal peeld 
and giue ouer the digging vp ok thele 
theꝛnes, becauſe he perteiueth they grow 
deepe in his heart, and ſpꝛing as falt as 
he can cut them: is not woꝛthy to * 
in 
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into life: bee which will not continnally 
till and weede this grounde, mare well 
haue the Goſpell in ſome ſo2te foz to 
grow in him, but not to ſaue him. Deare⸗ 
ly Þ belned wee muſte bee ſarely perſwa⸗ 
ded of this, that as there be manie godly 
men, ſo they haue attained it with great 
labour and toile, vca, the are (ill ſet a 
wozke and cannot come fo an ende, be⸗ 
caule theſe thoznes connot bee vtterlpe 
roted out. 
Thoſe are greatlpe onerſeene which 
thinke it to be an eaſie thinge to p2ofeſſe 
Chꝛiſt vnto ſaluation: and make no fur- 
ther actaunte but to bee Goſpellers , af 
eaſe:if thep can vanquiſh in diſputation, 
to thinke they haue wonne the field: nog 
no, they haue a hearte which is harde to 
duercome: they haue thoꝛnes which will 
not eaſely be deſtroied:here lieth the vic- 
toꝛie and getting of the ſpurs: this man 
ſhall bee crowned becauſe hee hath wil- 
linglye giuen vp himſelfe to the power of 
Gods grace to purge his heatte , and to 
make roome foz the holie wooꝛde, that it 
may grow there alane, and not bee ouer⸗ 
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Howe leffe vs marke well that which is 
ſayve heere, both of the konte and alto 
of the thoznie grounde, 'howe farre ther 
pꝛoceede in pzofcfſing Chꝛiſt, and imbꝛa⸗ 
ting his Golpell: and we ſhall pliinely 
ſ&,how greatlie thoſe carnall Goſpelicrs 
whiche will not haue Fayth to bes ftyed 
by the fruites, are deceiued: Faith faith, 
(ſay they) is that which doeth inffifte, it 
is true indeede, but not a kruitleſſe kaith: 
wheſoeucr beleeueth ſhall be ſaued: it is 
euen ſo, buf not after euer ie Kinde of be⸗ 
liefe: fo2 then why ſhould not thele two 
ſoꝛts of herers be ſaued, it ts meruetlons 
whenthe Scripture is fo enident, t our 
Sauiour Chzilt ſpeaketh ſo plainly, that 
this groſe and doltiſh errour ſhoulde pol- 
ſeſſe the mindes of ſo manic, But indeede 
it is a ſweete doctrine, when a man maye 
let looſe the raines to all the luſtes ofthe 
ficlhe, atthe leaſt thus karre, not fo vere 
t tozmente himſelte in ſubduing them, 4 
vet by faith to be ſaued. When Yeauen 
Yell meete together, and God and the 
diuell be reconciled, then ſhal thele fle ſh⸗ 
lie Cpicures, and vaine pꝛowde men 
come to their happinelſe, When o—_ 
a 


Parable of the Sower. 


all denpe that which hee hath heere 
vttered, then all theſe be true belee- 
ners. * 

Vet men therkoꝛ e take heede that they 
be not deceiued,no2 made ſlacke in lok 
ing tothe cnits of their faith and moztis 
fication of vaine flechly laſts, thzongh b 
pꝛophane p2atling of ſuch wozldly belly 
Gods:beleue not them, but beleeue Je- 
ſus Chꝛiſt. who telleth you that it i is nof 
t:ough ta heare the woꝛd, fo receiue it 
with iop⸗ z to let it growe in vs, vilefſe 
it by ing foozth realonable and timelye 
fruit in vs. 

Againe, let vs marke how ſtrong and 
inuintible an Argument map be gathe⸗ 
red out of this text againſt all confem- 
ners and deſpiſers of the woꝛde, ſuch as 
care not fg2 bearing: theſe th: ſoꝛtes of 
hearers,are befoꝛe them, z nerer fo ch2ts 
mant then they, and pet come ſhoꝛt: 
therk 02e it muſt needes follow, that ſuch 
iguozant Atheiſts, as neither know, noz 
deſire to knowe any thing above this 
world, are very far from God, although 
theo would ſeeme with their mouth and 
lips to dꝛaw nere vnto h im. Foz ik this 
C. ij. mat⸗ 
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matter were well obſerned, men wong 
not regar de noꝛ haue thoſe men in eſti ⸗ 
mation to be good honeſt, who are very 
dogs oꝛ ſwine, nat regarding p pꝛecious 
pearle ofthe Goſpel, but ready to bark x 
bite at thoſe which bꝛing it. Let a man 
inguire thus, not of a fewo, but of p grea⸗ 
teſt part of men, howe lap ve to ſuch a 
man, what thinke pe of him: he is (faye 
they) a very god man, a gov naturzd 
man, a gentle petſon, truſty ts his frend, 
ſure of his woꝛd, t doth keepe as god an 
houſe as any man of his calling in all 
this ſhire, But how is he affected vnto 
Gods woꝛd:is he zealous in religto?Nay 
ſurely, J did neuer heare p he did deale) 
wap, he is a very quiet man, no medler 
at al, O notable honeſt man, as deuout 
in the laws of God as Þ hozſe whiche he 
rideth vpon, as caretul to haue Gods glo⸗ 
rie aduaunted, as the ſwine in the ſtie, a 
great deals behinde theſs vnp2offfable 
hearers,which are caſtawaies:t yet foꝛ⸗ 
[oth being very b2nit beaſts befoꝛe God 
(iny fate they be in, pet vnleſſe þ Loꝛd 
tall them to bee zealous of his gloꝛie) 
they mult be reputed foz the belt _ 

| ur 


Parable of the Sower, 


Our ſteldes are full of ſach Caffell as 
theſe;amd ik the L02d doe not put too his 
helping hand, our 'caſe is very miſerable, 
Jfanie of thoſe which were fo zealons 
to heare, that they wonlde fo their hin- 
deraunce in wozlblye matters leaue off 
their buſine ſle, and follow pꝛeaching, as 
thrſe which locked to heare Chꝛiſt, were 
pet neuer theleſſe reiecced, becauſe they 
did not ſincerely as they ſhoulde: what 
tail we faye of thoſe which will not ſtep 
out at their dooꝛes, euen when they haue 
nothing to do, vnles it be to ſit at cards 
02 tables. It ſuch a man mape be dam⸗ 
ned, as is moaned with ſome delight, 
when he hrareth the wozde pꝛeached: 
What (hall we iudge of thoſe wodden 
blockes and ſottiſh men, who ferle no 
mo2e iope in it then a poſt, when it is 
bttered vato them: Ik ther be ſome go to 
deſfruction, which confo2me themſclues 
and haue a ſhew of fruife by the worde: 
wher ſhal thoſe wꝛetches appeare, whom 
the holy woꝛd of God can not more one 
whit, to refo2me their diſoꝛdered a beaſt? 
ly behauiours. J nerde not to ſtans to 
inueigh out of this place againſt thoſe 
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belhoads, which dare open their mouths 
to repꝛoch and tlaunder the ſetting fozth 
of the Gaſpel, The L02ve diminich thy 
number of them. 

Lhe laſt kinde of ground, are the 1 
hearers, which do not onely receiue 
ſeede, but alſo bzing fozth the fruits ther 
of. Although not enery one a like oz in 
the ſame ma faz ſome b2ing foozth 
an hundꝛeth kolde, ſome fixty folde, ſome h 
thirtie kolde, accoꝛding to the meaſure of 
Gods graces in them. 

Althaugh here be great ods in bzing/ 
ing ſoꝛth the froites,” pet they be all ac- 
cepted and accompted fo good grounde, 
true Chꝛiſtians, and fncere pꝛokeſſoꝛs of 
godlinelle: now as we be taught hecte 
that it is required at all to be doers, as 
D. Iames ſaitd, au not hearers only cha. 
1. ver. 22. ſo are wa alſo taught, not to de⸗ 
ſpe oꝛ raſhly to condemne thoſe, which 
do nat b2ing faozth (o 0 great a meaſure of 
fruit as others do: Drue it is, as Chꝛiſt 
Caity,herein is my father gloziſted, that 
| 
| 


ve bꝛin z fo92th much kruite. Iohn. I 5.5. 

But it is alio as true which he faith in 

tis lecond verſe of the lame chapter, E“ 
uery |}: 
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life bꝛaunch that bꝛingeth fw2th fruite, 
he purgeth, that it may bꝛinge ſozth moze 
fruite Zhen to bzing ſoꝛth moſt, is moſte 
of all to bee vefired, that God maye haue 
the greateſt glozie: to bainge foozth the 
leaſf is not to bee contemned, becauſe 
the Loꝛd in time doth purge the, « make 
them mo2c fruitfall. I ncede not ts ſtand 


bere fo2 to handle manye thinges, oz ta 


make large expoſition, the matter is ex⸗ 
ceding plaine, there is no nioze but this, 
that all our care in hearinge 4 p2ofeſſing 
the Goſpell, bee to receive it into good 
ground, and to bꝛinge foozth the fruites 
thereof, Mhat ſhould J ſtande to rip vp 
the ſhamelull abuſe in the contrarie, to 
btter how manie euill fruites there be in 


| many which are Goſpellers. This ſhould 


bee but as it were lo light a candle in the 


cleare Sun ſhine, fo2 all men do ſ& them, 


doe not ſpeake this,as though it ſhould 
not bee god to crie out againſt them: but 
becauſe the fozmer thinges which J haue 
now vttered, doe fully diſcloſe them. And 
therefoze J will heere ende, deſiring the 
L oꝛd to wꝛite theſe things in our hearts, 


which wee haus heard with our out war d 
C.iiy fares, 
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eares,and to make vs good ground fore; 
ceiae þ heauenly ſ&de,andto.bzing fuß 
truites or the ſame , that glozifipng hin 
in this wo2ld, we may be gloꝛ id 
ofhim in the world to come, 
thꝛough Jeſus Chꝛit 
our Lo2de, 
Amen, 


FINIS, 


